
Political Culture386

IN THE TARDIS
The Doctor may ask you to ...

•• Define political culture.

•• Identify the ways in which political culture manifests in society.

•• Understand the politics of cultural ownership.

Stuff

to

Remember

the dingoes—New Zenglish includes a great deal of Te Reo Maori, the language of the 
Polynesians native to New Zealand, and it is full of words from all across Polynesia. Even 
the words that are common English words are colored by Polynesian ideas and are often 
pronounced with shortened vowels and the Polynesian emphasis on the first syllable. New 
Zealand’s version of English is also remarkably diverse within the country, ranging from a 
heavy Scottish influence and accent in the Deep South to a predominance of Polynesian 
accents and idioms in the Auckland region to the north, a distinctive Wellington accent, and 
a very interesting pocket of slang unique to the Gisborne* area.

What’s important here is not just the slang and the colorful idioms or the extra vowels 
in words like labour and colour or the extra syllable in aluminium. The slang is just a hint at 
the surprisingly big cultural differences between New Zealand and North America. Even the 
things that seem familiar tend to be quite different, and nowhere is that more obvious than 
in the humor (or humour).

Like any good cartoon, bro’Town2 exploits the theme of the social value of violent injury. 
In the very first episode, Valea became a genius when he gets hit by a bus. However it is 
the raw ethnic humor in bro’Town that sets it apart from most other satiric cartoons. The 
show is littered with toilet humor and stuffed with sexual jokes, and it makes a point of 
skewering religion, even beginning one episode with God playing strip poker with Buddha. 
Still, it is bro’Town’s casual use of impolitic racial references and crass ethnic jokes that is 
most striking. “Jeff’s Maori. He can break into anything.” Pacific Islanders are referred to 
as “Taro Eaters.” If you want to butcher an old racehorse, you take it to Tommy the Tongan 
Butcher because Tongans will kill anything for you. Abo is an Australian Aborigine running 
around in a loincloth and eating grubs. The “fat brown kid” is obviously a good rugby player 
because “those pollywogs have it in their blood,” and all the Chinese kids are masters of 
martial arts who are caught up in organized crime and eat stir-fried puppy-fetus rice. It is 
not as crude as South Park3 or Family Guy,4 but bro’Town is politically incorrect to its core.

As a student who is misspending the last and best part of your youth at a North American 
university, you are probably immersed in U.S. and, to a lesser degree, Canadian culture,† and 

* Pronounced Giz-B’n.

† Yes, Canadians have culture.




